
300 YEARS OF BELLRINGING AT PENWORTHAM 
 
What   –   A Celebration of 300 years of bellringing at Penwortham. 
 
Where   –   St. Mary’s Church, Church Avenue, Penwortham, PR1 0AH 
 
When   -   Saturday 30 June 2012 from 2.00pm 
 
Programme 
   2.00  Ringing - open to all bellringers 

Displays and exhibits including: 
The history of the bells 
A camera link to the bell chamber so you can see the bells ringing 
Demonstrations - the Woodhouse Ringing Machine (one of the first 
mechanical ringing machines) and computer ringing programmes. 

 
   4.30  Service of Celebration (led by the Vicar, The Rev Chris Nelson) 
   Followed by Tea (booking essential – Tel. Rachel on 01772 460142
   or email mstmaryspenwortham@talktalk.net) 
 
Ringer Philip Wilson said ‘We know that the Penwortham Ringers celebrated the 
200th and the 250th anniversaries of the bells so we wanted to continue the tradition 
and celebrate the 300th anniversary of ringing here’. 
 
Tower captain Rachel Tuke commented ‘We have managed to contact a lot of people 
who have rung here over the past 50 years. We are delighted that so many are coming, 
some from as far away as Devon and Surrey, to meet up with old friends and share 
their memories of ringing at Penwortham’. 
 
Ringer Victor Criddle said ‘This will be an ideal opportunity for everyone to find out 
more about bellringing and the history of the bells. The camera link to the bell 
chamber should be really fascinating and so will the Woodhouse Ringing Machine’. 
 
Notes for Editors 
 
Though church records mention there being bells at the church in 1552 it was not until 
1712 that the churchwardens asked ‘Abraham Rudhall of Gloster’ to cast a complete 
ring of 5 bells at his ‘founding house in Preston’, for a cost of £60. 
These bells were repaired over the years but by the 1960’s were in poor condition. In 
1965 they were recast by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry (London) to form the present 
ring of 8 bells. 
 
The team of ringers practice on Thursday evening at7.45pm and are always looking 
for new recruits. If you are a bellringer or are interested in learning you will be sure of 
a warm welcome. 
 
For Further details or to arrange a photo opportunity contact: 

Victor Criddle: Tel. 01772 619729 or email victor.criddle@freeuk.com. 
 
Website: www.bellringing.tk 
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